
Sheffield’s Weather Records (up to April 2008)

Hottest day 34.3C 3rd August 1990

Coldest night           -14.6C       10th February 1895

Wettest day           119.2mm    15th July 1973

Windiest day 96 mph 16th February 1962 *

Deepest recorded snow 35cm 8th/9th December 1989 **

* Sheffield Hurricane

** Snow only recorded from the mid 1960’s

Whatever the Weather
Weston Park weather station is one of

the oldest weather stations in the
country.  Weather information has been
collected here every day since 1882.

The station is managed by staff at Weston

Park Museum who use the weather data to

answer thousands of enquiries each year

about the weather in Sheffield. The 

information is also sent to the Met Office.

The weather station was set up by Elijah

Howarth, one of the first curators at the

museum. He was known locally as ‘Elijah

the prophet’ because of his reputation for

forecasting the weather.

Howarth prepared daily forecasts to warn

miners of changes in air pressure that

could trigger the release of dangerous

gases. He recorded daily weather

observations here for 47 years.

In Weston Park Museum…
Other aspects of the weather are recorded inside the museum and on
the rooftops of the museum and university. In the museum entrance
foyer you can find out more about recording the weather and look up
Sheffield’s weather information for any day since 1st Sept. 1882.

‘Mr. Howarth was never happier than

when the weather happened to be

doing something especially eccentric; he

would discourse on the phenomenon as

enthusiastically as if the British climate

were his own domestic pet, whose tricks

and freakishness he loved to watch.’

Sheffield Telegraph 1938

How to measure wind speed in the park
The Beaufort Scale was devised in 1805 by Sir Francis Beaufort,

Chief Scientist to the Navy. It was used by sailors to calculate wind

speeds at sea. It was later adapted for use on land too. You can use

the scale to work out how windy it is in the Park today.
What’s inside the

weather station
What to look for Beaufort Description Average 

Scale  wind speed 
(force) (miles per hour)

Smoke rises straight up 0 Calm 0

Smoke drifts, wind vane 
doesn’t move 1 Light Air 2

Wind felt on face, leaves 
rustle, wind vanes move 2 Light Breeze 5

Leaves and twigs moving 
continually 3 Gentle Breeze 10

Wind raises dust and 
loose paper, small 
branches move 4 Moderate Breeze 15

Small trees sway 5 Fresh Breeze 21

Large branches moving,
umbrellas difficult to hold 6 Strong Breeze 28

Whole trees moving,
difficult to walk against 
the wind. 7 Near Gale 35

Twigs break off trees 8 Gale 42

Chimney pots and roof
slates blown off 9 Strong Gale 50

Trees uprooted,
Considerable damage 10 Storm 59

Widespread structural 
damage 11 Violent Storm 68

Occurs extremely rarely,
devastation and loss of life 12 Hurricane More than 73
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Bare soil patch for

assessing the condition

of the ground i.e. dry,

frozen etc

Funnel type

rain measure

Tipping bucket

type rain measure
Soil thermometers

at 30cm and

100cm depth

Stevenson Screen. This

houses thermometers

that measure highest

and lowest temperatures.

The screen protects the

thermometers from solar

radiation and wind gusts.


